Joint statement of the participants of the Bucha summit 2026

On 31 March 2026, we, the Speakers and Heads of Delegations of the Parliaments of Albania, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Iceland, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Ukraine, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the European Parliament, the NATO Parliamentary Assembly and the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly gathered in Kyiv to honour the victims of the Bucha massacre and to reaffirm our condemnation of the Russian Federation’s illegal, unprovoked, and unjustified war of aggression against Ukraine.
We reaffirm our steadfast commitment to the purposes and principles of the UN Charter and full respect for the sovereignty, political independence, and territorial integrity of Ukraine within its internationally recognized borders, including its territorial sea, and stress Ukraine’s inherent right to self-defence in accordance with Article 51 of the UN Charter. In paying tribute to the courage of Ukraine’s defenders, we recognize that their sacrifice safeguards not only their nation but also the core of European security and the international rules-based order.
We condemn the atrocities committed by Russian Forces, which amount to the gross and systematic violations of international humanitarian and international human rights law perpetrated by the Russian Federation and its authorities, and may constitute war crimes and crimes against humanity. These atrocities – including indiscriminate attacks on civilian infrastructure, extrajudicial killings of civilians, including children – demonstrate a deliberate pattern of state-sanctioned terror entirely unjustified under any military pretext. The Bucha massacre tragically reflects the scale and brutality of these crimes and underscores that a comprehensive, just, and lasting peace for Ukraine is impossible without full accountability.
We express grave concern over the persistent and gross mistreatment of Ukrainian prisoners of war by the Russian Federation and underscore the urgent need for coordinated international efforts to ensure the Russia Federation’s fulfilment of its obligations regarding the human treatment, protection, and safety of all Ukrainian prisoners of war.
We further emphasize the importance of sustained political efforts to ensure the immediate and unconditional search for missing persons, as well as the identification and return of the bodies of the deceased to their families, ensuring dignified repatriation as a fundamental human right.
We fully support the arrest warrants issued by the Pre-Trial Chamber of the International Criminal Court for Russian officials and call upon all States Parties to cooperate accordingly. Recognizing that Russia’ attacks and terror campaign persist, we stress the urgent need for the ICC to continue and expand its efforts to investigate and prosecute the full range of crimes committed against Ukraine and its people.
We strongly condemn the unlawful deportation and forcible transfer of Ukrainian children to the Russian Federation, and therefore demand their immediate, safe and unconditional return.
We emphasize that the crime of aggression is the “supreme international crime”. Impunity for such a crime enables other grave violations and threatens the international rule of law and global security. Therefore, we reaffirm our strong support for the urgent establishment and expeditious launch of the Special Tribunal for the Crime of Aggression against Ukraine, and we call for broad accession of states to the Enlarged Partial Agreement on the Management Committee of the Special Tribunal (EPA) to ensure accountability of Russia’s leadership and other perpetrators for the crime of aggression against Ukraine.
Justice for Ukraine remains incomplete without full and comprehensive compensation for the immense damage, loss, and injury caused by the armed aggression of the Russian Federation. We therefore reaffirm our strong support for the establishment of a comprehensive international compensation mechanism aimed at delivering tangible justice to victims. We call for the expeditious ratification of the Convention on the International Claims Commission by the signatory states as a vital and necessary step toward its operationalization. We further emphasize the importance of establishing a compensation fund as the final element of the mechanism to ensure practical implementation of the Commission’s future decisions, including through continued consideration of viable sources of funding. No victim shall be left without redress, and the aggressor must pay.
We stress that Russia’s assets should remain immobilized until Russia ceases its war of aggression against Ukraine and compensates it for the damage caused by its war.
We reaffirm the need for strengthening and accelerating military, financial, and humanitarian assistance to Ukraine. Equipping Ukraine to achieve a decisive victory is the most effective way to protect civilians, prevent further escalation, and uphold international law.
We reiterate our support for Ukraine’s irreversible path toward European integration, including its future membership in the European Union. Just and lasting peace and security in Europe are possible only taking into account Ukraine’ full freedom of foreign policy course.
Standing united in the shadow of the Bucha tragedy, we reaffirm our commitment to support Ukraine until justice is delivered, accountability is ensured, and a comprehensive, just, and lasting peace is restored.
